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Abstract

Arabic-Persian Al-sordh men al-sehah dictionary is one of Jamal al-Din Abulfazl
Mohammad Qarshi’s works and an abstract translation of T4j al-Loghat and Sehéh al-
Arabiyyat written by by Abu Nasr Ismail ben Hammad Jowhari. Qarshi completed the
book in 700 AH in Késhghar located in Transoxiana. Mohammad Hoseyn Heydaryan
edited and translated The Arabic parts in 1397 SH. In this article, first, the edition
approach of Sordh is reviewed. Then, the mistakes and misreads of the editor are
mentioned on the basis of two manuscripts used by Heydaryan, one lithograph and
Sehah, and correct forms are proposed. Next, the main differences and mismatches
between recording of the text and the recording of the manuscripts, specially the basic
manuscript, are studied and finally, some of the flaws and deficiencies of the printed
version in comparison to the manuscripts are mentioned.

Keywords: Al-sorah men al-sehah, Jamal Qarshi, T4j al-Loghat and Sehah al-
Arabiyyat, Arabic-Persian dictionaries, Critical edition of texts, Edition Criticism.

Arabic-Persian dictionary, Al-sordah men al-sehah, is one of the works of Jamal al-Din
Abulfazl Mohammad Qarshi (born in 628 AH, known as Jamal Qarshi) and an abstract
translation of T4aj al-Loghat and Sehah al-Arabiyyat written by Abu Nasr Ismail ben
Hammad Jowhari (died 393 AH). Qarshi found a copy of Jowhari Sehah in the library
of Sahebiye school in Transoxiana Kashghar. He summarized the Sehah and translated
its vocabulary into Persian. He revised and completed Al-sorah men al-sehdh in
Kashgar in 700 AH. In 1397 SH, Mohammad Hoseyn Heydaryan edited and published
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it in two volumes including the translation of its Arabic parts and indexes and
explanations. In this article, we have criticized this edited text.

For the critical review of this edition, all pages of the printed text were compared
with the two manuscripts used by Heydaryan: the manuscript of the Khoy Namazi
school (number 42), which was the basic manuscript, and the manuscript of the Senate
library (number 446). An authentic lithograph was also used. In many cases, Jowhari
Sehah's printed text was also referred to.

In the following essay, first of all, Qarshi’s life has been briefly discussed. In the
second part, the method of emendating and translating Sorah has been examined with a
critical view. In this section, it is mentioned that the editor did not record and present
the differences between the versions and did not even bring one alternative version, and
it is not clear which version/versions was used to correct the errors and omissions of the
basic manuscript. The study of the manuscripts indicated that their differences often
contain valuable phonetic, lexical and script information. Therefore, it is worth to say
that not including the alternative version is one of the important shortcomings and
weaknesses of this edition. In addition, it seems that the editor made a mistake in
reading the date of writing of the basic manuscript.

In the third part of the article, the slips and misreads of the editor have been
mentioned and analyzed by referring to the versions. In this section, firstly, the entry
containing the mistake, namely from the printed text, is quoted and the incorrect
word(s) are identified, and then the correct form is suggested along with the necessary
explanations and references. The suggested forms are mostly copied from the
manuscripts, but in some cases these forms have been proposed using other sources,
especially the printed text of Jowhari Sehah and ancient Arabic-Persian dictionaries, and
based on lexical and linguistic researches. The editor slips are mostly seen in the
recording of Persian words and phrases, but mistakes are also seen in the Arabic parts.
In this edition, some of the rarely used, old and precious Persian lexical units have been
incorrectly recorded; words such as: baneye me'mar, zav, karbas, xuse, balqonde, alej,
patfuz, odarfan and ndvidan. This problem has caused the loss of some phonetic,
linguistic and lexical information of the edited text.

In some pages of the printed text, there are lexical units and phrases that cannot be
considered as mistakes, but they differ from the manuscripts used by the editor. Some of
these contain valuable and significant linguistic and orthographic features. Therefore, in
the fourth part of the article, the most important differences and inconsistencies between

the recording of printed text and the recording of manuscripts, especially the basic
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manuscript, are mentioned in two parts, named as general points part and detailed points

part. Recording "" instead of "L" in words such as talx, taragidan and setabr;
recording "3" instead of "»" in words such as padiroftan, tadarv, goddstan, and
godastan, as well as recording n (faye Ajami /B/, the voiced labial consonant, which
is the allophone of /b/ and was used in some ancient texts) in the form "3" in words
such as pforuzine, Pariz, fadrang, Padranjak and fanj are examples of general
inconsistencies. Among detailed cases, words such as mozd, ostaxi, juze, paqande and
nul can be mentioned.

In Al-sordh men al-sehdh copies, there are contents that are not available in its
printed text. Sometimes an Arabic entry and its meaning are not recorded at all, and in
some pages, one or more meanings of one entry are not recorded. For example, we can
refer to the entry of ezmdm, which is written in the meaning of "to praise" and "to find
reproach"” in the versions, but these meanings are not mentioned in the edited text. It is
also possible to mention the entry estisd/ which is not recorded at all. In the fifth part of
the article, several examples of these defects are mentioned; defects that caused the loss
of some semantic and lexical information. In the conclusion section, general suggestions

have been made to improve this valuable and authentic book in the next edition.

In this essay, images of the manuscripts have been presented for the sake of the
audience and to increase the scientific and citation credibility, in important and
necessary cases.
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