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Abstract

Almost all of the panegyric poets of the 5th and 6th century AH in their poetry follow the
fantasy of king, the national and religious hero. This fantasy which is the result of symbolic
convergence of national and religious characters especially characters like Rostam and
Heidar in post-Islamic Iranian worldview has become one of the main approaches to
communicate with the court and to depict and describe the king in certain ways. In Iran this
idealistic worldview begins with the national movements like Shu'ubiyya movement and
the rise of Shia orientations among Iranians and eventually it leads to a shared fantasy
between poets about the king which then according to religious beliefs was considered as
the shadow of God and caliph of God on earth. This paper base on fantasy-theme criticism
and base on analysis of frequency and intensity of common motifs in the poems of this
period argues that the fantasy of king, the national and religious hero has brought about
similar communicative patterns among poets and has shaped the panegyric poetry in Iran in
certain ways. This analysis will show what communicative approaches have been used to
address the court base on the shared fantasy.

Keywords: panegyric poetry, fifth and sixth century poets, rhetorical analysis, fantasy-
theme criticism, symbolic convergence theory.
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