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Abstract

Tazkirat al-Awliya, by Attar of Nishapur, is considered as one of the most important works
of Sufism in Persian language and culture. To write this book consisting of the biography
of about one hundred saints and prominent figures of Islamic Sufism, Attar has used a
variety of sources, some still remained unknown for us. Some sources were in Arabic and
some in Persian. Understanding sources he used for compiling Tazkirat al-Awliya will
acquaint us with his intellectual backgrounds and pave the ground for a more scientific and
accurate review of his personality and works. From the unknown sources Attar used for
compiling Tazkirat al-Awliya is a book titled Tabib al-Gholub. The book wich was written
in Persian by Abu al-Fath Mohammad Khozaymi Foravi in 1107 AD — about 120 years
before Attar’s death. In his Tazkirat al-Awliya, Attar has quoted different anecdotes about
Sufis from this book, some narrated with the same words and phrases. By introducing and
reviewing the book Tabib al-Gholub, the current study tries to show advantages Attar taken
from the book.
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