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The “Black Light” from Ancient Religions to Mysticism
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Abstract

Myths, religions, literature and ancient rituals of Iran are parts of the origins of mystical
beliefs. In the Islamic era, the extension of Iranian ancient culture influenced the Islamic
culture on the one hand, and the thought of mystics on the other hand. The spirit of
Zoroastrian thoughts merged with thinking of Iranian mystics, revived in the
[lluminationism of Suhrawardi, and manifested in poems of great mystics like Attar and
Rumi. The paradoxical term “black light” has a certain place in the field of mystical ideas
and is rooted in mythological beliefs and ancient religions. Mixed with mystical beliefs,
this concept has undergone some changes. The present study aims to explore the
relationship between mythological beliefs and Sufi interpretations of the black light.
Investigations show that mythological beliefs about Angra Mainyu (the destructive/ evil
spirit) with an artistic and deconstructive perspective in the mystical view have led to the
paradox of “black light”. And, such artistic view has brought about structural changes in
the view of Iblis (the devil), rooted in mythological beliefs.
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