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Realism in Anecdotes of Karamat (Miracels):
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Abstract

The underlying theme for most of Sufi anecdotes is Karamat of the elders. A huge volume
of mystical memoirs and books of virtues and some other Sufi texts can be included under
the heading “the anecdotes of Karamat”. The anecdotes of Karamat have always been the
arena of rejection and acceptance by various groups. The deniers of Karamat fail to ignore
rational and narrative reasons and numerous reports of the occurrence of Karamat in such
anecdotes. In contrast, those who approve Karamat should not rely on rational and
persuasive arguments; rather, they should seek the acceptance and credibility of these
phenomena by audiences who have not experienced mystical paths and Karamat. One of
the most important issues about the anecdotes of Karamat is the reality existed within them
having important consequences for the presentation of a particular and indigenous realism
in the field of art and literature. After providing some arguments of Karamat, the current
study proves that these phenomena are capable of being realistic and these are likely to be
occurred. The Sufi’s views on arguments of Karamat are clarified, the meaning of realism
is specified, and the external and internal arguments for the realism of these anecdotes are
examined. Proving the possibility of the realism of Karamat leads to the acceptance for the
existence of a reality level in the anecdotes of Karamat, although this mystical reality has

not yet been well explained and it seems to be in contradiction with the material realities.
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