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Abstract

Vasifi is a writer and poet of the 10th century A.H. (16th century AD). His only remaining
work, Badaye al-Vagaye, contains anecdotes and memoirs written in a historical order.
Wasafi has included a number of his poems and letters in Badaye al-Vagaye, this has given
the manuscript a particular value. The book comprises a total of 42 letters, including the
Sultaniyat and Ekhvaniat, and some other types such as the deed of endowment and
inscription, book sermon, tombstone text, family tree and deed. He wrote eighteen letters
just in one session, and wrote the rest on other occasions and times. In his manuscript,
Vasifi’s eloquence has made it to take into account the needs of the addressee, the sender
and the subject, so the volume of each section varies according to the importance and
position of the sender, recipient, and subject. An important feature of his book is its brevity,
as these letters are written with the utmost use of eloquent simile and metaphor. The
frequency of Arabic words in his writing reaches about eighty percent; however, they are
mostly frequently-used words. In Persian letters, Qur’anic verses and Arabic phrases are
also included, albeit only limited.
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