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Abstract

Although the challenging topic of predestination (Qaza va Qadar) has always been
discussed in the classical Persian literature, some poets in the Safavid era have paid
particular attention to this topic and composed eponymous masnavis titled “Qaza va
Qadar”. Such trend continued until the Qajar period. These poems are mostly in the form
of manuscripts. The present study introduces a number of predestination poems and their
poets, and critiques them from the analytical viewpoint of their fictional aspects. The
results indicate that poems in the predestination, despite minor differences, have common
attributes that provide a structural unity of these works in terms of story processing.
Common narrative components of these texts are: simplicity of language, existence of a
fixed pattern in the plot as well as in characterization, repetition of conventional static
characters, being based on single key theme, creating instantaneous and accidental events,
weakness of verisimilitude, and unexpected and tragic endings. According to the research,
it may be possible to introduce these poems as a novel style of literature. The findings can
shed light on part of the evolution of Persian literature and the knowledge of literary trends.

Keywords: Safavid Era, Persian Poems, Predestination (Qaza va Qadar), Predestination
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