
Classical Persian Literature, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Biannual Journal, Vol. 11, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2020, 57-83 

DOI: 10.30465/CPL.2020.5252 

A Comparative Study of Rhetorical Intentions of Vocative 

Styles in Poems of Hafez and Ibn Farez 

Ramazan Rezaei
*
 

Yadollah Rafiei
**, 

 Parinaz Aliakbari
***

 

Abstract 

The kind of speeches and words used in the vocative style in each language represents 

some beauties and eloquence of the same language, each used for a specific purpose to 

express feelings of the speaker. For this reason, some rhetoricians and scholars who study 

the various beauties in different rhetorical texts and books treat vocative styles in terms of 

aesthetics. The current study, using the content analysis through interrogating the 

comparative literature of the American school, aims to explain vocative intentions and 

meanings in the poems of Hafez and Ibn Farez. The findings indicate that they first attract 

the attention of the audience with the use of the vocative case, and then with the help of 

statements consisting of a persuasive role (affirmative, informational, questioning, 

obligatory, conditional and deterrent) that follow the vocative case, convey the message 

and motivate the audience. Considering that the sentences following vocatives usually 

carry an important message from the speaker, both poets employ the persuasive role of 

language in such sentences to express their intentions, which have mostly mystical themes. 
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