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Abstract 

As a type of popular culture, tales have a high capacity for implicit criticism of power and 

sharing political themes. An investigation of folktales can, hence, reveal important parts of 

political actions of the subordinate group, conducted with a great deal of secrecy and 

camouflage in the pre-modern age. Of great significance is to find an answer to the 

questions that how political behaviors of the popular mass were reflected in folktales and 

how they were camouflaged against the ruling power. Our assumption is that the masses 

responded to the dominance at several levels. First, they recognized the power, legitimacy 

and status of the authority; yet at the second level and in their hidden narrative, they 

negated various dimensions of official narratives of the ruling elites. Further, they sought to 

establish dialogue with the authority and implicitly threaten, reproach, or appeal for justice 

against the ruling power. This study is based on James C. Scott’s notion of hidden 

transcripts. His main theme is the analysis of the masses’ silent and hidden resistance to 

domination without resort to violent actions.  
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