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Abstract

Kalamat al-Sho‘ara is a biography of the Persian-speaking poets of India from the
time of Nur-ud-din Jahangir to Aurangzeb Baburi, and is written by Mohammad
Afzal, nicknamed as Sarkhosh, a poet and writer of the 11%-12" centuries. This book
was first published in 1942 in Lahore, then in 1951 in Madras, and finally in 2010
by Alireza Qazveh in Tehran. To correct Kalamat al-Sho‘ara, Qazveh utilized the
previous editions of this book and its three manuscripts. In this article, the authors
have compared the previous editions of this book with Qazveh’s correction and have
come to the conclusion that Qazveh’s printing is superior to them in some respects.
However, there are also relatively significant shortcomings and drawbacks in
Qazveh’s correction, some of which have been explored from the following
perspectives: incorrect forms (wrong words or phrases), variant copies (incomplete
reporting, superiority over text, similarity to text, inconsistency with the text), and

general and methodological defections (differences in recordings in the preface of
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the corrector, movement and merging of sections, repetition, lack of comments and

incomplete indexes).

Keywords: Kalamat al-Sho‘ara, Mohammad Afzal Sarkhosh, Persian biographies of
the 11" centuries, Correction of texts.
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