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A Phonological Study of Attar’s Language in Mokhtarname

Vahid Idgah Torghabehi’

Abstract

Attar's language is replete with distinctive features with regard to conjugation, syntax,
and pronunciation. These features became more apparent with the publication of Shafi'i
Kadkani's edition of Mantigh al-Tair and other Attar’s Masnavis. However, in the
meantime, due attention was not paid to Mokhtarnameh. This literary work is a
collection of Attar’ quatrains, which is provided in thematic order in fifty chapters. Due
to the antiquity of the work, the study of its language is of special importance. In the
present article, the phonetic features of this work have been studied and some questions
about Attar's language have been answered. In addition, some of the typographical
errors and examples of misreading have been corrected. The collected data for the
present article can be compared with the data obtained from the investigation of Attar’s
other poems and make the existing image of the stylistic and linguistic features of this
poet more accurate. One of the findings of the current study is that the analysis of
rhyming in Mokhtarnameh reveled the distinction between the word "negahi"
pronounced with /1/, as well as the phonetic distinction between "td" (layer) and "ti"
(you), both written identically. Considering the meter of Attar's quatrains, it was also

found that unlike some words that have been used in short forms, some words have
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been used only in full forms, such as "gusha" (to open) that needs to be corrected as

Vlgushayll

Keywords:. Farid-ud-Din Attar, Mukhtarnameh, Quatrain, Language, Pronunciation,

Style, Consonant removal, Text correction.
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