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Abstract

Kingship had had a role of great importance in ancient Iranian beliefs and thought to be
a position that is appointed by God. Upon such a belief, the world is a worldly picture of
the heaven, and the king rules the sublunary world as God dominates the whole
creation. According to Asha (i.e., truth or right or righteous deed) and the establishment
of universal order, governance is of the most influential and pivotal aspects of
philosophical thoughts in ancient Iran, the most explicit manifestation of which is
expressed in the concept of “justice”. One obvious implication of justice in this system
of thoughts is to maintain the social classes as well as aligning duties to individuals
based on their classes which is a way of avoiding anarchy. Applying descriptive-
analytical method on Shahnameh, the present case study shows that how social class
congruence, a kind of which is expressed in human spiritual faculties, relates to the
notion of justice. Bearing this point in mind, ascribing the title “the Just” (or “dispenser
of justice”) to Anushirvan (Khosrow I), who had committed firmly to preserve social
classes, is a food for thought.
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