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Abstract 

The application of fables over time has been accompanied by changes and evolutions in 

structural components due to social, historical, discursive systems, or the creativity of 

their narrators. This article seeks to answer the question of what changes the character 

of the fox has undergone in the fables of the 3rd to 9th centuries and what effect this 

change has had on the narrative flow of the fable.33 fables from 19 books have been 

selected from the 3rd to the 9th century and examined based on the general perspective 

of structuralist narratologists, especially Bermon's ideas.  The fox not only plays an 

active and pivotal role in the fables compared to other characters, but it also undergoes a 

process of evolution from a negative to a positive personality. In some works of the 6th 

century, we encounter differences in the character of the fox the cunning and self-

interested fox sometimes turns into a resourceful, wise and deceived figure, and in some 

cases, cunningness becomes a savior. This animal, influenced by the currents of 

mysticism and Sufism, realizes more about its inner valuesAlso, it distances itself from 

the animal form and took on human roles such as ministering and guarding. 
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Introduction 

Allegory in fables is a reflection of the dominant discourse and thought system in the 

society. The creativity of narrators, considering the discourse space and personal goals 

and beliefs, shapes interesting changes in the narrative. Depending on the class level of 

the author and the target society, tales can be a reflection of the courtly power structure, 

represent mystical ideas and concepts, or introduce the common people in moral and 

cultural spheres. 

The animal character represented in the fables undergoes a transformation based on 

numerous factors, whether in speech or behavior, in relation to other animals or humans 

in the fable, or in communicating symbolic themes. The fox is one of the most 

frequently used characters in Iranian animal fables. It is obvious that this represented 

character remains the same in some of its characteristics and changes in others in the 

course of Iranian discursive developments. 

Despite numerous studies, the evolution of animal characters in history has not been 

addressed so far. This is because animal characters, including the fox, are allegories of 

groups and individuals with mentality, attitude, and social classes. The importance of 

this research is that it can determine the course of thought through the allegory of 

animal characters. 
 

Materials and Methods 

Fables have many examples. In this article, the statistical population is limited to seven 

centuries from the 3rd to the 9th century AH. The books in which animal fables are used 

were examined and the fables in which the fox plays a role were extracted. In total, 

about 19 books and 32 fables with the fox character were obtained. Given that 

structuralism pays attention to structural components and their function as well as 

extratextual components, structuralist narratology and specifically Claude Bermon's 

theories were used to analyze the narrative course of the fable and the function of the 

fox character  in the fable.It was used in the story. In the course of history, according to 

different discourses and personal tastes and styles of poets and writers, the social roles 

and characteristics of the fox have been analyzed, and by comparing the data, the 

changes in the fox character have been examined. 
 

Discussion and Result 

According to Bermon's theory, the initial state, change and transformation, and the 

resulting state of transformation can be observed in the animal fables in which the fox 
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plays a role. This animal character,  with his speech and actions, plays a central role in 

all the fables. fox's character traits can be observed in its intelligence and tact and its 

signs, such as eloquence and interaction with other animals such as turtles, ducks, etc. 

From the third century to the ninth century, there is courtly and political, mystical, 

social and folk discourse. Social roles, concepts and ideas are prevalent in accordance 

with each discourse, which are also reflected in animal tales centered on the fox 

character. Accordingly, political roles such as minister and king's attendant are used for 

the fox. In mystical thought, he knows the value of the heart, and in social  discourse, 

fox is a teaching mother. In folk and social or political storiestales, he tries to maintain 

his position. In some tales, the personal goal is not important to him, but rather, his goal 

is to benefi others, including humans.  
 

Conclusion 

With social changes and the diversity of beliefs in texts and the evolution of styles, we 

are faced with the court fox, the fox playing mystical roles, and the fox representing the 

common people. 

This animal character is sometimes involved in power struggles, sometimes in 

collaboration to understand the universe,  and sometimes represents social roles. 

The fox character is positive and valuable in some discourses, such as a mystic who 

knows the heart and a wise man who defends his life, and sometimes he is a negative 

character whose work is based on trickery and deceit. 
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