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Abstract 

The Divan of Hakim Sozani Samarqandi, a poet of the sixth century, was edited in 1959 

by Dr. Naser al-Din Shahhosseini.. The lack of an authentic version close to the poet’s 

lifetime caused the editor to use later versions. The disregard for the preference of 

counterfeit versions over the text in some cases, and the disregard for literary tradition 

and its evidence in the revision, have resulted in a chaotic and unscientific revision with 

numerous typographical errors presented to the audience. The mispronunciation of 

difficult and specific Turkish and Arabic words in the text is also another drawback of 

this edition. but overall, this great Divan still needs to be reviewed, examined, and 

corrected until it is fully revised. Since its publication, there has been several criticisms 

of this Divan, which led to the publication of articles on the revision of verses. Given 

the unavailability of old copies , this article attempts to reexamine and edit some of the 

couplets in the complete Divan of this poet, using some notable dictionaries including 

Jahangiri Dictionary and Dehkhoda comprehensive encyclopedic dictionary. 
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Introduction 

Suzani Samarqandi is primarily recognized for his satires, a factor that has contributed 

to his relatively limited attention in scholarly circles. Studies show that there is very 

little independent research on him, while his poetry has many lexical and literary values 

that have remained hidden from view. It can be said that the first step in researching the 
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Divan of Suzani was its correction by Dr. Naser Al-Din Shah Hosseini, who, despite his 

pioneering work in this field, was not very successful in this work, and factors such as 

the existence of obsolete words from the geographical area of Transoxiana, Turkish 

vocabulary, and some other factors have led the copyists and scribes of his Divan to the 

abyss of bad reading and correction. These factors also overshadowed Dr. Shah 

Hosseini's correction, and the printing errors of the published Divan were also added to 

it, so that an unscientific correction was presented. Coinciding with the publication of 

the Divan, articles were published introducing and explaining correction errors. 

However, the frequency of articles focused on correcting verses was increased in the 

2010s, and also seeking help from secondary sources such as dictionaries became 

common.  

A look upon the history of the writing of the existing copies of the Divan Suzani of 

Samarqand shows that all of them are later than Jahangiri Dictionary written by Mir 

Jamal al-Din Hossein Anju Shirazi, and many errors are also seen in those copies. 

Therefore, by taking Jahangiri Dictionary and in some cases, the Dehkhoda Dictionary, 

as a basis, an attempt has been made to provide a correct version of the abridged verses, 

and in this way, literary evidence has also been used. 

The present study, while benefiting from previous research, is outstanding due to an 

attempt to correct other verses of Sozani Samarqandi that previous researchers have not 

addressed. This was conducted by using some manuscripts and focusing on dictionaries, 

especially Jahangiri Dictionary. This approach will pave the way for correcting his 

entire divan, and by then, interested scholars will be able to benefit from the correct 

form of Sozani Samarqandi’s poems. 

 

Materials and Methods 

The research methodology is library-based, involving the examination of the printed 

version of the Divan and the scrutiny of verses identified as corrupted. Through an 

investigation into Jahangiri Dictionary and, in some instances, consulting Dehkhoda 

Dictionary, we discovered and documented the accurate forms of the verses. 
 

Discussion and Results  

In this article, for ease of review, the correction of the verses of the Divan Suzani of 

Samarqand is presented in three sections:  

In the first section, verses were scrutinized and corrected using the Jahangiri 

Dictionary, and Dehkhoda Dictionary. Given that the manuscripts of the Divan Sozani 
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are not old enough to guarantee the validity and accuracy of the verses, help was taken 

from secondary works such as the Jahangiri Dictionary and in some cases the Dehkhoda 

Dictionary to restore the correct form of the verses. In this section, 17 verses were 

corrected, some of which include: “Muhantara”, “Khataver”,“Ghanqara”, “Ranj”, 

“Shamsh Ghatfari”, “Urjand”, “Bazaj”, “Ma’al”, “Kubaj”, “Tamaj”, “Hakak”, 

“Marvar”, “Bafand”, “Falparand”, and “Sahl”. 

Documentary Confirmation of Corrections Corrected terms Distorted terms No. 

Dehkhoda, Jahangiri Ghomaytare Mohantare 1 

Dehkhoda, Jahangiri Ghatfare Ghanghare 2 

Jahangiri Anj Denj 3 

Dehkhoda Tab Tiz Tab-e-Tire 4 

Dehkhoda Shams Ghātfari Shemsh Ghātfari 5 

Dehkhoda Ozand Orjand 6 

Dehkhoda, Jahangiri Pāzāj Bāzāj 7 

Dehkhoda, Jahangiri Khashuk Hasuk 8 

Jahangiri Gowz Kowz 9 

Jahangiri Meghlāj Melāj 10 

Dehkhoda Kumāj Kubāj 11 

Dehkhoda, Historical evidence Toghmāj Tamāj 12 

Dehkhoda Tim Arus, Tim Malek Nim Arus, Nim Malek 13 

Dehkhoda Bāj Tāj 14 

Dehkhoda Chekāk Hakāk 15 

Jahangiri Mordāram Morvāram 16 

Jahangiri, the manuscript of the Parliament Baghand Bafand 17 

Dehkhoda, Historical evidence Marand Parand 18 

In the second section, 17 verses were corrected based on literary evidence and 

indicators, sometimes utilizing the rhyme patterns of the poetry to discern and rectify 

errors. "Siyam" instead of "Sataam"; "Jama" instead of "Chama"; "Sabak" instead of 

"Niyak"; "Wa'd" instead of "Da'd"; "Matman" instead of "Mushamman" and "Yaghma" 

instead of "Be Ghamam" are examples of the corrections that were edited. 

Documentary Confirmation of Corrections Corrected terms Distorted terms No. 

meaning Abkam Abras 1 

meaning Setam Siam 2 

meaning Chame Jame 3 

Meaning, poetic evidence Tang Shakar Moshg-e-shekar 4 

meaning Nyak Sabak 5 

Meaning, Rhythm of the poem Barad Bedard 6 

Meaning Da’d Va’d 7 

Meaning, duplicate version Mosaman Motman 8 
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Documentary Confirmation of Corrections Corrected terms Distorted terms No. 

Meaning, Rhyme of the poem Ghamām Yaghmā 9 

Meaning, Rhyme of the poem Gazand Goriz 10 

Meaning, compatibility with "Nal Band" Chatrdār Chatr Dārad 11 

meaning Kākh Tāj 12 

meaning Hasham Khashm 13 

meaning Khasm Hazm 14 

Meaning, Rhyme of the poem Chandan Chandān 15 

meaning Nahmat Tohmat 16 

meaning Farr-e-Ferdows Gher Ferodosh 17 

Meaning, Rhyme of the poem Khyāl Kheyl 18 

Meaning, specific lexical evidence Sehn Sejl 19 

Meaning, compatibility with other words of the verse Dor Zar 20 

The third section is about typographical errors. The present correction also accounts 

for typographical mistakes, which are not few in number, and the lack of precision in 

this matter has diminished the credibility of the corrections. In this research, 26 

instances of such errors were identified and illustrated, 
 

Conclusion  

In this article, verses from the Divan of Sozani of Samarqand have been corrected. 

Given that the manuscripts of his Divan are not old enough to guarantee their 

authenticity, it is necessary to resort to extratextual sources such as dictionaries and 

other literary works and Persian poetic tradition in order to obtain the correct text of his 

Divan. With this approach, this article has corrected his verses based on Jahangiri 

Dictionary and Dehkhoda Dictionary; as a result, with these extratextual sources, some 

of the errors, misreadings, and corrections made by copyists and scribes, as well as the 

errors made by the corrector of the Divan, can be recovered and corrected. In this way, 

some printed copies of the Divan are also helpful. 
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