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Abstract

Works of Amir Khosrow Dehlavi are full of distinctive linguistic features, some of
which can be related to Eastern Variety of Persian Language. Amir Khosrow Dehlavi
and Nizami came from two different periods of time and two different geographical
regions of eastern and northwestern Iran. The main question this paper attempts to
answer is what the most prominent linguistic features represented in Amir Khosrow
Dehlavi’s Shirin and Khosrow are and to what extent can these linguistic differences
between Shirin and Khosrow and Khosrow and Shirin be attributed to the East and the
West of Persian language territory. The findings of the study indicate a significant
relationship between some of the specific linguistic features of these two collections of
poems and the geographical regions of their poets. For authors, these distinctions are
mostly related to the phonetics and lexical areas of the language and are less related to
syntax and sentence structure. Among the phonetic and lexical features, we can mention
the deletion of the initial consonant nun, the use of Nun Sakin before the relative verb
ast, sukoon or Harekat of some letters, and the specific use of Istad in the poetry of

Amir Khosrow Dehlavi, which is absent in Nezami's poetry Also, we should mention
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the words Tah ‘under’, farves, tu/tuy, xale, govaran, pis oftad, har hame, xeyrbad, and
picak that distinguish the language of Amir Khosrow Dehlavi from the language of

Nezami.

Keywords: Nizami Ganjavi, Amir Khosrow Dehlavi, Khosrow and Shirin, Shirin and

Khosrow, Linguistic Varieties, Stylistics.

Introduction

Among the common methods for naming and classifying poetic styles, naming based on
historical time and geographical environment is very common. By considering the two
main factors including of time and place of origin of texts, their linguistic features can
be compared with each other. In the present article, we have focused on the linguistic
characteristics of the works of Amir Khosrow Dehlavi and sought to identify the most
prominent linguistic differences between his language and the language Nizami, which
belongs to a different geographical area.

Materials & Methods

The current research is a textual analysis which uses both quantitative content analysis
and computational methods. The descriptive-analytical method was used for text-
analysis. This means that in the sections dedicated to the introduction, definition of
terms and research background or in cases where reference is made to evidence or
quotation, we use the descriptive method. Also, in the sections related to the analysis of
text, comparison and conclusion, we use the analytical method. The method of data
collection is library search and the main data sources were books, magazines and
articles.

Discussion & Result

In this study, linguistic features are examined in two parts: phonetic and lexicon.. In
other words, we will discuss some of the specific pronunciations of Amir Khosrow and
Nezami, who are from two different geographical areas, and we will point out the use of
distinctive words in their works. The findings of the study show that there is a
significant relationship between Amir Khosrow's linguistic features, at the phonetic and
lexical levels, and his geographical area.
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Conclusion

Examining the linguistic features of Shirin and Khosrow in comparison with Khosrow
and Shirin, some linguistic differences were obtained that can be related to the
geographical differences between the two varieties of Persian language, that is Eastern
and Northwestern varieties. Among the phonetic features of Shirin and Khosrow, we
can mention the elision of the initial consonant ‘nun’, the use of ‘nun sakin’ before the

13

relative verb ‘ast’, use of sukoon before Harekat and use of Harekat before sukoon,
adding alif to fricative consonants, and long pronunciation of short vowels. The
semantic difference of some words in the poetry of Amir Khosrow and Nezami is
another manifestation of the distinction between the two varieties of the Persian
language. Such is the different use and meaning of kith, asam and nifeh/lifeh is notable
in Shirin and Khosrow and Khosrow and Shirin. In addition, the poems of Nezami and
Dehlavi have special words whose use is specific to the geographical region of each of
these two poets. Among the words specific to Nezami and the northwestern region of
Iran, we can mention Amuden and Yagleq, and among the distinctive words of Amir
Khosrow Dehlavi and the eastern and northeastern regions, we can mention the words
Tah ‘below’, farves, tu/tuy, xale, govaran, pis oftad, har hame, xeyrbad and picak.
Evidence suggests that there may be linguistic similarities between the two regions of
Azerbaijan in the northwest and the regions of Rey and Isfahan. Understanding the
linguistic similarities and differences in each geographical area requires more extensive

research on different varieties of the Persian language.
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